Birdham C E Primary School ~ Accessibility Plan
January 2026 to December 2028

Introduction and Rationale

This Accessibility Plan is drawn up in compliance with current legislation and
requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010.
School Governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting
of progress of the Accessibility Plan over a prescribed period.

The Equality Act 2010 replaced all existing equality legislation, including the Disability
Discrimination Act. The effect of the law is the same as in the past, meaning that
“schools cannot unlawfully discriminate against pupils because of sex, race, disability,
religion or belief and sexual orientation”.

Definition of Disability
According to the Equality Act 2010 a person has a disability if:
a) He or she has a physical or mental impairment, and
b) The impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her
ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

Key Objectives

To reduce and, where possible, eliminate barriers to access to the curriculum and to full
participation in the school community for pupils, and prospective pupils, staff and visitors
with a disability.

It is a requirement that the school’s accessibility plan is resourced, implemented,
reviewed and revised as necessary and reported on annually. At the end of this
document is our action plan and detail showing how the school will address the priorities
identified in the plan.

Context
Birdham CE Primary School is a small village primary, with all buildings on ground floor.

Birdham CE Primary School is committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure
the best possible progress for all of our students whatever their needs or abilities. Not all
students with disabilities have special educational needs and not all students with SEN
meet the definition for disability. This Accessibility Plan covers all of these students.

This Single Equality Statement explains and responds to our statutory duties to promote
equality in all areas identified as protected characteristics in the Equality Act (2010).

If a student qualifies for admission to the school by reason of ability and as a result of
the selection test, the school undertakes to facilitate their education at the school. All
students have access to a broad and balanced curriculum and are encouraged to
participate in the life and work of the school to the best of their abilities.

The Accessibility Plan shares objectives with the Single Equality Statement and Special
Educational Needs Policy and should be read in conjunction with these two documents.
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This Accessibility Plan exists to ensure that we fulfil our vision of “working together for
our children’s future” so that we develop the moral values, confidence and resilience to
make a difference to pupils lives. We aim to:

Identify students with special educational needs and disabilities and ensure that
their needs are met

Ensure that students with special educational needs and disabilities are able to
join in with all the activities of the school

To ensure that all learners make the best possible progress

To ensure that parents are informed of both their child’s special needs and
progress and that there is effective communication between parents and school

Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school
curriculum.

Governors should identify action in the school access plan to enhance teaching and
learning opportunities for all those in the school community with disabilities. These may
include:

Consideration of whole-school ways of increasing participation in activities such as
after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities, as well as out-of-school visits,
particularly for difficult-to-include pupil groups, such as those with physical or
behavioural challenges.

How threats to participation have been analysed using risk assessment proforma
and action taken to reduce those identified risks.

Identifying how classroom support arrangements, such as deployment of teaching
assistants, provision of IT, contribute to, and enhance learning opportunities.
Deciding how the implementation of specific strategies such as flexible or shared
timetabling, nurture groups, counselling provision, access to therapy, first day
absence response, have enhanced attendance and participation

Consideration of how classroom/group organisation has been targeted to ensure
that all pupils achieved increased levels of school success.

Description of action to increase curriculum choice and/or flexibility has enhanced
the access to appropriate qualifications/attainments.

Consideration of the school response to pupils through the application of the SEN
Code of Practice has improved pupil attainment and how effective communication
regarding specific pupil needs has been achieved and is monitored.

Consideration of how liaison, increased communication and relationships with
external agencies has supported and enhanced pupils’ access to the curriculum
and how this is monitored and improvements targeted.

Identifying how staff training needs in order to effectively meet the diverse
abilities and disabilities of all pupils

Identifying pupil peer support mechanisms and the ways that the school has
ensured pupils have a voice in decisions that affect them.

Taking action to ensure that disabled members of the school community are seen
in a positive light through publications promoting disability and providing positive
role models of adults with disabilities to encourage success and achievement
Ensuring that action has been undertaken to ensure that parents and carers see
themselves as partners in their children’s education and are increasingly willing to
actively support their children’s education.

Enhancing the positive culture and ethos of the school by undertaking feedback
from users who consider they have disabilities.
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Improving the physical environment of the school to increase accessibility for
members of the school community with disabilities

The Governing body will want to consider and record reflection upon all areas of the
physical environment such as:
¢ Changes to improve access to doors, stairs, toilet, changing facilities, and
consideration of the impact of signs, colour schemes, lighting, heating etc.
e Changes outside of the school building e.g. provision of disabled parking etc.
¢ Management and organisation issues such as maintenance of lights, fire alarms
appropriate to those with hearing impairments etc.
e Increased access to and maintenance of IT apparatus, hardware/software.
e Improvements of storage implications for wheelchairs and other mobility devises.

Access to information

Schools are expected to increase access to information to those with disabilities. The
Governors may wish to decide how this is to be achieved by:
¢ Considering how to increase information accessibility for those who have EAL or
other communication impairments, at school meetings etc.
¢ Identifying how they have considered the readability of information including that
provided by the school website, and how it is monitored to ensure accessibility to
a wide range of diverse needs and abilities.
e Identifying how textbooks and other pupil information are selected and provided
to meet a diversity of pupil need.
e Ensuring the monitoring of effectiveness of adult support to enhance the
opportunities for pupils/parents who have difficulties in accessing information.

Typical support in our school includes:

Current Accessibility Support for the curriculum
e Classroom support

Numicon and other manipulatives

Subject specific websites, e.g. My Maths /Sumdog

Accelerated Reader

Alpha Smart keyboard

Use of Visual timetables

Behavioural/Emotional

Pastoral support

Use of trained ELSA / Lego Therapy

Referral to appropriate agency e.g. Educational psychologist, Behaviour Team
Use of Primary Mental Health Worker / Jigsaw learning activities

Use of Behaviour Risk Assessment for named children

Physical

Liaison with school nurse

Speech and Language Therapy service
Physiotherapy

Occupational Therapy
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Monitoring the success of the plan

Governors review and identify any revisions as necessary. Evaluation that may be useful
to judge success may include:

e Success in meeting identified targets.
e Changes in physical accessibility of school buildings

¢ Questionnaires, responses from stakeholders e.g. parents, pupils and staff,
indicate increased confidence in the schools ability to promote access to
educational opportunities for pupils with disabilities.

e Improved levels of confidence in staff in reducing the obstacles to success for
pupils with additional needs.

e Recorded evidence that increased numbers of pupils with disabilities are actively
participating in all areas of the school

e Recorded evidence that fewer pupils are being suspended from school
opportunities as their needs are being more effectively addressed effectively.

e Increased levels of achievement for pupils with disabilities.

e Pupil responses; verbally, pictorially and written that indicate that they feel
themselves to be included.

e Ofsted inspections identify higher levels of educational inclusion.
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Focus: To ensure equal access for children, staff and parents with disabilities and specific medical conditions

1. The school environment | Adjustments will be made as a) Specific needs are Class teachers, Govs to agree any HT/Premises Officer
including classroom quickly as possible to enable all identified quickly SENCO building adjustments
furniture, resources and | children to fully access the through meetings or significant
equipment meet the curriculum and to support good with parents and spending needed.
needs of all pupils; progress with their learning. specialist advisors.

Adaptations are
implemented as soon as
the need is identified.

2. Improve adaptations for | The targets on children’s PIPS will | b) Needs identified on SENCO Jump ahead SENCO, PIP/EHCP
pupils with DCD focus on their specific areas of PIPs intervention annual reviews
ffect learning and wellbeing. e.g. | € Relevant intervention
fine/ gross motor skills, iﬁlé\;?jred e.g. Jump Playground
coordination, memory, equipment/resources
organisation and planning, speech
or social/emotional development
3. Ensure those with SALT | Identified pupils will have specific | d) SENCO to complete SENCO Intervention time SENCO, PIP/EHCP
needs due to targets on their PIPS as progression tool and annual reviews
articulation difficulties recommended by SALT SALT referrals for
are supported those with SLCN
e) SALT
recommendation to
be carried out and
reviewed
4. Provide regular training | Needs will be identified and f) Review the needs of SENCO PDM time SENCO/SEN Governor
for teachers and targets set on PIPs. children with specific

support staff on
different aspects of
SEND, including
adaptive teaching.

issues, identify the

Regular use of the OAIP will ; -
barriers to learning

ensure best practice is shared
which will have an impact on g) Use of OAIP in PDMs
pupil outcomes.
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support children’s
understanding of
equality and diversity
and that opportunities
for this learning is
maximised.

Make written material
available in alternative
formats when
specifically requested;
including Ukrainian and
Malayalam

Written material available in
alternative formats provided in
advance for EAL families

0)

‘anti-bullying’/
‘Friendship” week.

Availability of written
material in
alternative formats
when specifically
requested

Website has multi-
language capability

Ensure families are
connected on
ClassDojo and know
that posts can be
translated

Audio notes for those
who can not read

Office persons

5. Ensure appropriate Named individuals will not be h) Interventions SENCO to 1:1 adult support SENCO/SEN governor
provision for several excluded from any activity and delivered by teaching | support Resources to support to monitor current
children with SEMH reasonable adjustments will be assistants and or classteachers learnin ded interventions and their

g as neede X
made to ensure they can access teachers success / impact on
appropriate learning i) Youth worker support progress
for Y6 children to
support transition to
secondary school

6. Curriculum provision to | Provision for SMSC is outstanding | j) Action any areas not | SLT and RSHE Subject leader HT/RSHE lead/
be evaluated and and supports our aims for effectively covered lead monitoring/PDM time | governors
developed to ensure equality of provision and learning. by Jigsaw
that aspects of SMSC k) Continue to have

7.

Google-translate;
Prospectus;
Multilingual website;
Class Dojo

Resources and Ethos
committee
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